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IN ACTION
BLM to Limit Desert Event Permits

On August 14, 2010, a tragic accident occurred during the California 200 race event at the Bureau of Land Management's
Johnson Valley Office-Highway Vehicle Open Area, which is located approximately 100 miles northeast of Los Angeles. This
report summarizes the BLM's response to the incident to date. The report concludes with specific action items to ensure
effective special recreation permit administration and safety compliance at events; some are immediate and others long term.
These include providing adequate BLM ranger and recreation staffing at all events, requiring companies to compensate the
BLM for processing and administering permits that take up more than 50 hours of staff time, and requiring more oversight
from the District and State Office of BLM to check for policy compliance and program consistency.
• Cost recovery -If more than 50 hours of staff time are required for processing and managing a permit, cost recovery of
direct expenses related to the permit will be charged.
• National Environmental Policy Act -The issuance of an SRP is a Federal action and subject to NEPA analysis.
• Permit stipulations -A copy of the permit terms and stipulations
signed and dated by the permittee shall be included in the permit
file.
• Operating plan -A signed operating plan must be submitted for
commercial and competitive SRPs, and may be required for other
types of permits.
• Monitoring -Permits are monitored by the BLM for compliance
with stipulations, terms and conditions.
• Insurance -A specified level of insurance must be obtained by a
permittee, and a copy of the insurance policy or certificate of
insurance must be on file 10 days prior to the authorized use. The
policy shall list the Department of the Interior, Bureau of Land
Management and an additional insurer.
• Bonding -The authorized officer shall require the posting of a
bond sufficient to defray the costs of anticipated rehabilitation or
repair of resource or government facility damage, if such damage
is expected to be caused by the permittee's actions.
• Estimated fees -Fees are to be paid by the permit applicant in advance of any authorized use.
• Compliance -Violation of permit terms, stipulations, operating plans, or other regulations can result in administrative or
criminal penalties.
• Performance evaluation -A performance evaluation is completed by BLM for all commercial and competitive permittees.
• Documentation/Record Keeping -The official file includes a copy of the permit and stipulations, insurance certificate, fee
payment records, correspondence (including email), telephone conversation logs, maps, NEPA documentation, operating
plan, advertisements, monitoring, post-use reports, and annual evaluation.

"Dedicated to protecting our lands for the people, not from the people."
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WHAT IS CORVA?
The California Off-Road Vehicle
Association (CORVA) is a varied
group of outdoor recreationalists who
are extremely active in promoting the
positive aspects of vehicular access on
public lands and protecting that right.
The group is composed of the owners
of “Green Sticker” vehicles such as
ATV’s, motorcycles, 3-wheelers, trail
bikes, and dune buggies, as well as
“street legal” 4x4 vehicles, dual sport
motorcycles, baja and desert racers.
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The main purpose of CORVA is to
have fun! We also work with the land
managers for responsible off-highway
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membership on the constantly changing rules and regulations and promote
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both Sacramento and Washington DC.
We work closely with the State
Department of Parks and Recreation
providing input to the Off-Highway
Motor Vehicle Recreation (OHMVR)
program from the users’ standpoint.
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managers in the form of dedicated
OHV enthusiasts who believe in using
our public lands responsibly.
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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE
By Jim Woods
So if you think 2010 was a big year for off-road access issues “you ain’t seen nothing yet”, as the saying goes. The year 2011
is shaping up to be more than anyone has bargained for and it’s barely getting started.
Let’s start with the new directive from the BLM regarding the Mojave Desert racing accident. Future procedures and
management of all OHV events will change effective immediately. At the December BLM California Desert District managers
and OHV Leadership meeting held in Moreno Valley, we reviewed the official report on the tragic MDR racing incident and
the new guidelines for all events in the future. This document is too complex to discuss in full detail in my column but one
major issue will be the new monitoring assessment matrix for special recreation permits. This matrix will help determine how
much BLM monitoring will be needed for each and all events on public property managed by the BLM. Once determined,
the BLM will use this matrix-guide to decide how much staffing will be needed and the cost recovery or the amount of fees
charged for a permit. I was very pleased with the well thought out first draft of this directive and our Desert director was
very open to discussion of key issues. At this time the BLM is asking for direction from all OHV leadership and promoters to
help mold this guideline to a working agreement for us to follow.
Another issue discussed in length at this meeting was illegal riding - especially in the Red Rock and Jawbone area. The Red
Rock Area management decision is due this year from State Parks. Please tell all anyone you encounter while riding in these
areas that riding off trail will only further damage the image of the OHV user and could potentially close the entire area for
everyone. Let’s be good ambassadors and not be afraid to promote riding responsibly and legally! Be vocal; tell any
violators to Stay on the Trail. We must try to make them listen!
The Ivanpah Renewable Energy Project proposed by Brightsourse Energy Inc. has requested a permit for 3500 acres in San
Bernardino County to install Solar Plants as part of the renewable energy demands in California. However, non-access
groups are asking for a 1-to-10 ratio of mitigation acres for desert areas lost by the project for endangered species, IE: the
Desert Tortoise. This means that both private and federal lands will be purchased and closed as Wilderness to prevent
public user access. If you do the math that is a lot of land closed to OHV access and recreation. Don’t we already have enough
Wilderness? (There is already over 16 million acres in California deserts alone.) When will we as off-road users and the rest
of the OHV access public be considered Endangered Species? When our areas for OHV use are removed, can we sue for more
inventory - even at a 1 to 1 ratio?
Beginning in 2011 we will also receive the first, of many yet to come, reports and the DEIS for Johnson Valley and the Marine
Base expansion. Once we receive the Marine’s reports, we will keep you informed and ask you to be ready to comment
on the study when appropriate. As always go to “The Partnership for Johnson Valley’s” website for the most current
information available. I would like to thank CORVA members Helen and Harry Baker for their hard work on that front.
And if that is all not enough, the WEMO decision from the judge is due soon and hopefully we will see the use R5 and R 50
in Ridgecrest again. The Stanislaus National Forest lawsuit is also about to begin. Plus, let’s not forget our new Governor
and all of the changes he may bring to Sacramento.
Yes, folks it will be a challenging year but with your help and support, CORVA will be there to represent you and help
establish a workable solution. Thank you for all your support and I hope to see you at the CORVA Truckhaven Challenge
January 22, 2011.

Off-Roaders In Action, January 2011
2011

Page 5

Page 6

Off-Roaders In Action, January 2011
2011

CORVA Land Use Resources and Public Policy Report
By Bruce Whitcher
CORVA VP of Land Resources and Public Policy
Forest Service Planning Regulations on the Fast Track for Completion by Year’s End
The U.S. Forest Service is continuing the process of revising its regulations that govern how the agency prepares Forest Plans.
Known as the "Planning Rule," these regulations will be the driving force behind how the agency prepares Land Use Plans
and will guide land managers in developing, amending, and revising land management plans for the 155 national forests and
20 grasslands in the National Forest System (NFS). CORVA representatives have participated in sessions held in California
and have actively promoted recreation as an important consideration. CORVA has repeatedly emphasized that recreation
must be given serious consideration as part of the Forest planning process.
In a new development, more than 70 organizations signed a letter to Chief Tidwell expressing grave concern about how the
Forest Service was going to treat the issue of recreation in the proposed Planning Rule. A similar letter was sent from 41
members of Congress.
Using input they will finalize the proposed rule and draft an environmental impact statement with the intent of publishing
the proposed rule and DEIS in December 2010.

Clear Creek Management Area
Update: Record of Decision to be announced in May-June 2011.
A copy of the Clear Creek draft EIS/RMP can be downloaded here:
http://www.blm.gov/ca/st/en/fo/hollister/clear_creek_management_area/CCMA_RMP.html
The future of Clear Creek is seen by all as a precedent-setting national issue that will have repercussions for the future of
OHV recreation for years to come.
• Energy-related proposals in the Mojave are taking priority in Washington.
• Submitted proposal similar to alternative E in draft RMP with additional routes. Draft of final RMP is not publicly available. Additional routes not defined.
• No dry season closures in future
• No off road vehicles (dirt bikes) are to be allowed in CCMA.
Once the Record of Decision has been announced objections may be filed. CORVA plans to join with other interested groups
in filing objections.

The Obama Administration's Great Outdoors Initiative
As many of you have heard, President Obama convened the White House Conference on the Great Outdoors (AGO) in April.
The deadline for the final AGO report was November 15th. The deadline has come and gone, and guess what, no report!
Apparently public lands agencies are having difficulty matching up the AGO recommendations with the FY2012 budget. In
other words, it's one thing to announce new policies; it's another thing to find the dollars to fund those policies. It may be late
January or even February before the AGO recommendations are finally released to the public.
One of major shortcomings of the AGO process was getting notification of the public listening sessions from the
Administration in a timely manner so everyone could informed of when and where the sessions were being held.
Environmental groups were receiving early notification of these meetings.
This lack of transparency in the process has caught the attention of some members of Congress. Eighteen members of the
House and the Senate have written to Agriculture Secretary Vilsack, Interior Secretary Salazar and EPA Administrator
Jackson requesting information on how and what individuals were contacted about participating in the various AGO listening sessions.
Continued on next page
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CORVA Report from Desert Renewable Energy Conservation Plan Meetings
Many of you have heard about the intense competition between various interests to reserve parts of the California desert for
renewable energy development and protection of endangered species. Some of these areas are “limited use” BLM lands that
have long been open for public access via motorized routes of travel. CORVA has been involved in discussion related to the
future use of California’s desert public lands and has spoken out to help keep our areas open.
There are numerous ways in which recreation stands to lose opportunity as a result of development of renewable energy in
the California Desert. First there is the loss of lands for the actual facilities themselves, then with the setting aside of
mitigation lands as compensation for the environmental damage caused by the facilities. Currently, the highest number I have
seen for the combined areas of solar facilities is 600 square miles. Mitigation ratios can range from 1 to 1 to a high end of 5
to 1. So we lose could lose between 1200 square miles and 3600 square miles of land traditionally open for limited OHV use.
As if that's not bad enough, the next worst aspect of this comes into play when you realize that all these square miles of land
are not in one contiguous block. These mitigation lands are spread over a wide area of the desert. With that fact we risk
having our recreational areas divided by mitigation lands. Typically, when an area is set aside for mitigation, ownership is
transferred to a private land trust conservation group and public access is lost.
In addition, our deserts are covered with vast areas which are considered migration routes for desert wildlife. Rather than
simply reserving areas for development with a buffer zone surrounding endangered or threatened species, additional land
would be set aside as migration corridors.
Vast areas of our deserts have been classified as "Conservation Opportunity". This classification pretty much covers
everything that has not already been spoken for in our deserts. If you weave the concerns centering around motorized
travel and recreation found inside of the proposed draft EIS that will be produced by the Conservation Plan, you may as well
beat your OHV into the shape of a Subaru.
Thanks to Dave Beaumont of “Save California’s Deserts” for the content of this report.

Travel Management Update
1. The Stanislaus National Forest has been sued by environmental organizations over their Travel Management Plan. In
spite of closing over 80% of motorized trails, the lawsuit challenges a decision by the Forest Service federal to “expand the
motor vehicle system in the Stanislaus National Forest at the expense of irreversible damage to public natural resources and
without adequate public disclosure”. The Plaintiffs seek declaratory and injunctive relief from the decision, stating that it
“violates federal executive orders and environmental laws and regulations by failing to fully disclose to the public or to
minimize environmental damage to the forest, including impacts to wildlife, wildlife habitat, soils, vegetation, watersheds, and
other protected areas.”
CORVA, along with a number of other pro-access organizations, will file in federal court as an intervener in this case.
2. The Sequoia National Forest planning process has wrapped up following a series of stakeholder meetings held in Kernville.
Pro-access interests favored keeping as many trails open as possible. This is one to watch.
3. The Tahoe National Forest Issues Motorized Travel Management Appeal Deadline was December 3. A number of
pro-access appeals have been filed, facilitated by the CORVA Comments Project.
The CORVA Comments Project and a number of pro-access groups filed an appeal of the Travel Management Decision with
the Regional Forester. This is the final and necessary step in the Travel Management process before litigation is considered.
4. Plumas National Forest Appeals were filed by December 27, 2010. The CORVA Comments Project has facilitated appeals
of this Travel Management Decision.

WEMO lawsuit – Hearing Held, Judge Ponders Decision
The WEMO Plaintiffs, Alliance for Responsible Recreation, The Wilderness Society, California Wilderness Coalition,
Friends of Juniper Flats, Western San Bernardino Landowners Association, California Native Plant Society, Community
ORV Watch, Center for Biological Diversity, Sierra Club, Public Employees for Environmental Responsibility, and Desert
Survivors filed a motion for “partial vacatur of the Record of Decision and for interim injunctive relief.” The hearing on this
motion was set for June 18, 2010; however this was postponed until September 3rd, but at the hearing the judge did not hear
oral argument or render a decision.
So far there has been no progress on this very complex issue, although we expect a court decision soon.
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We Have a New Governor – What will this mean for OHV recreation?
by Bob Ham
With Jerry Brown returning as governor we have the opportunity to examine his past performance and how that might relate
to OHV recreation in California.
In the minds of OHV enthusiasts, the most critical aspect of State government is the OHV grants program administered by
the OHV Division. This keeps our state vehicular recreation areas open and provides funding that assures access to
California’s federal public lands.
I was asked how the OHV Division functioned during the first Jerry Brown administrations. First it is important to
understand that the DIVISION did not do anything under Jerry Brown. It did not exist until he walked out the door. Prior
to Assemblyman Bruce Young’s bill in 1982 that created the Commission and the Division we evolved under various Jerry
Brown Directors.
A Little History:
The OHV Program was created when Reagan signed the original Chappie/Z’berg Off Highway vehicle legislation in 1971.
We had one year to get green stickers which meant it was June 30, 1973 before any enforcement of green sticker registration
took place.v Money trickled in throughout 1974 as we got legislation that added gas taxes to the program. On January 2, 1974
Brown took over as Governor of California. At the time, the program was run in the Planning and Grants Division of DPR
under a Division Chief, and directly managed by a single employee.
Jerry Brown kept the Reagan-era parks director Wm. Penn Mott for the first year. The Department added a few people on
part time assignments to try to pretend something was happening with the program in the wake of OHV users screaming
“where is all the money going?” Actually there was not much coming in as most OHV’ers were boycotting the program, and
someone had even printed and distributed counterfeit stickers as a protest. Director Mott transformed a portion of Pismo
State Beach into the first SVRA in the wake of the new Coastal Commission trying to shut it down to OHV use.
The SVRA in Oroville Dam area was also added as the DWR donated the land to DPR which then made it an SVRA. The
next year the gas tax money started rolling in, and in the meantime Brown’s Resources Secretary, Claire Dedrick replaced
Mott with her crony, Herbert Rhoads. By 1976 we realized that Parks was using much of this new money on administration
of the Department and we got our first audit (thanks to Chappie) and found that they were already ripping off the money.
The program continued to be moved around from Planning to Grants to anyone who would look after the “red headed
stepchild of DPR”. In about 1980 we got Assemblyman Bob Cline to pass a bill that created an “Office of OHV Recreation”
to combine the people around the department who were billing time to the OHV Fund into a single point of contact and also
added an advisory committee. They continued to manipulate the advisory committee however; so during the next session we
got Assemblyman Young to write the bill that created a Commission and a Division.
Under Brown the program was, by design, allowed to move around as long as they did not do too much for us. It was
considered an ATM machine for the rest of the Department whenever they could justify it. Brown once said that he didn’t
much care what we as a community wanted because “you are all Republicans anyway and you don’t vote, so why do I need
to have give a damn about what you think?” At the time Cal 4 and CORVA had just filed suit against his Resources Secretary
Huey Johnson over misallocation of Funds from DWR to speed up a wild and scenic river designation. The Secretary had to
homestead his house because under the law on which we were suing, a state official could be held personally liable for
misallocation of funds. The suit lost and days later the judge on the case, Rodda, was appointed to the court of appeals.
What about key appointments? Will Ruth Coleman stay? She came from legislative Democrats. Daphne Green, who
knows? We do know that on Brown’s final day in office, which was also the first day of the existence of the new OHV
Commission, Brown made the three gubernatorial appointments to the commission. He did these before noon when George
Deukmejian was officially sworn in as Governor. Those appointments included: Howard Wilshire, an environmentalist
scientist who was probably the most vocal anti-OHV individual in California; Steven Casagrande, a Sacramento dentist with
environmental credentials and an openly anti-OHV bias; and Marty Coren, a Southern California democratic political activist
who wanted to convert part of Hungry Valley into a county fairground for the San Fernando Valley. None of these persons
were appointed because of their dedication to improvement of the sport and the stated objective of the new law which was to
secure environmentally appropriate places for OHV use to take place in perpetuity.
We can certainly take hope from some of his statements that he is not beholden to any special interest groups and that he will
take seriously his obligation to manage the program for the benefit of OHV and the environment. While you are all holding
our breath in hopes that this will happen, I will continue to seek out good places to go off-roading near my second home in
Baja California because I fear Jerry Brown will disrupt our sport again just as he did during his first stand as governor.

Off-Roaders In Action, January 2011
2011

Page 9

CORVA Southern Region Report
by Clayton Miller, Southern Regional Director
The Southern Board, by way of conference call, met during the second week of December to cover some of the many issues
certain to have a large impact on off-roading and access to public lands in southern California. Reports were given by Helen
Baker and Jim Woods closely following the steps BLM is taking to enhance its Special Recreation Permit program for
organized events and races in the California Desert District. We received an update on the Desert Renewable Energy
Conservation Plan (DRECP) efforts currently underway by Dave Beaumont. The Southern Board also appointed a new
Assistant Southern Director for Clubs and a member volunteered to be a Field Representative for the Southern Region.
Rick Fisher, a long-time member and past CORVA treasurer, was appointed as Assistant Southern Director for Clubs. Rick
stepped forward and offered to fill the position previously held by Jeff Leonard. The representative for clubs serves an
important role in the organization. They help keep the clubs up to date with what is going on with CORVA, and keep CORVA
in touch with, and informed of, the many activities held by the clubs. In this busy world, finding the time to keep in regular
contact with all the club representatives and attend their meetings and events throughout southern California can be a
challenge. But Rick is up to the task and is looking forward to enhancing the relationships with CORVA’s clubs, and
establishing some new ones.
CORVA clubs enjoy a variety of benefits. One of the most valuable is liability coverage for non-competitive club events and
rallies. This coverage could save a club thousands of dollars and help it grow. Another benefit is the elevated exposure a club
receives from having its contact information and logo featured on the CORVA website. Club event and meeting dates can also
be published in the newsletter. CORVA clubs also qualify to participate in the annual elections. If your club is interested in
learning about becoming a CORVA Club, please contact Rick Fisher at rick.fisher@corva.org or any CORVA director for
more information.
CORVA benefits from club memberships too. Club members often assist at off-road shows, fun runs, jamborees, with trail
maintenance and outreach to name a few. These activities simply would not be possible without the help of volunteers. But
CORVA does not only rely on its club members for help. Its individual members also dedicate many hours volunteering. Did
you know dozens of volunteers are needed for each poker run to man check points, help with the games, mark courses, help
prepare the dinners etc.?
To help bring everyone together who wants to volunteer with the
many off-road related events scheduled throughout the year, Wayne
Ford has agreed to be a CORVA Field Representative and the
Volunteer Coordinator for the Southern Region. Wayne has been very
active with CORVA over the last several years and his enthusiasm,
drive and abilities to promote poker runs and emcee raffle drawings
and award ceremonies are incredible. Keep a lookout for more
information in future newsletters on how you can become involved as
a volunteer.
I am excited and grateful that Rick Fisher and Wayne Ford have
agreed to help in their new positions. CORVA will certainly gain from
their increased involvement.
If you would like to participate in the next Southern Regional Board
meeting, mark February 2nd on your calendar.
Feel free to call me at (909) 815-3780 or send me an email at:
clayton.miller@corva.org if you would like for more information.

Mark Your Calendar Now
Annual High Desert Rally: August 12-13, 2011
Bring your friends and family for a weekend of fun!
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Educational News
VP-Education, Ed Waldheim
Too Much Fun Can Equal No Access and Worse
by Gerry Hillier
As I drove out to Cuddeback Dry Lake I was surprised by a broad expanse of road, slightly rutted, and certainly not
requiring the use of my 4Runner. I was also alone. Folks just don’t come here anymore. Though it’s flat, the surrounding
hills to the east offer a variety of experiences for the desert explorer. It is also close to one of BLM’s open areas, Spangler
Hills. What is the problem? The answer is simply that the good riding and the good OHV exploring is withering, and may
shrink further. I do offer some advice: ride, enjoy the desert in all its glory, but be alert and vigilant. Obey the signs, and
stay on the trails that are already there.

Cuddeback Dry Lake
About ten miles southeast of the
old mining town of Red Mountain,
California, is Cuddeback Dry Lake.
It is a ways southwest of Death
Valley, but was once on the 165
mile route of the renowned twenty
mule teams that hauled borax from
the Harmony Borax Works north of
Furnace Creek to Mojave, California.
About seven miles south of Red
Mountain on Highway 395, the
famous borax route crosses the
pavement.

I’m not sure of the history of the road to Cuddeback. It has certainly
been there 40, 50 years or so. It was probably constructed at one time to
provide access to the Air Force Target Range and was likely a route used
by miners and ranchers over the past century. The road has spread far
beyond any construction width, exceeding 100 feet or more in many
areas. My guess is that after rains folks just took an easier route around
the puddles and over time wore the route wider. Old camp sites adjoin
the road, a quarter mile or so off the road. These are virtual hubs with
use tracks by motorcycles and ATVs radiating in hub-like patterns to the
hills.
Many people have enjoyed the area. As desert recreation goes, it has
easy access, isn’t far from the towns and cities, and offers a variety of
terrain features. Most of the hills are now off limits to all vehicles. The
flat expanses are now limited to a small network of routes, and BLM is
wrestling with the specter of re-doing the designations as a result of
recent court decisions. And there is pending legislation to close most of
the remaining hills. What happened? Simply put, too many people used
the area and others, both BLM staff and environmentally oriented
citizens pressing BLM, have one-by-one severely limited the outdoor
experience for thousands.

I interject at this time to make another point: it isn’t only the riders and OHV explorers who have lost out. This area and
many others in the high desert used to be used as an integral part of the annual cycle of sheep grazing. Sheep from the San
Joaquin Valley moved out to the desert in springtime, used the wildflowers, bred the next generation, and moved on to the
higher summer ranges in the National Forests before returning to Valley for lambing. This annual cycle has simply
disappeared. Yes, the sheep business went bad when the wool market collapsed and the public quit dining on spring lamb.
But the sheep and OHV use had a close and supportive relationship, whether they knew it or not. The sheep trails and bed
grounds often provided the initial trails for OHV use and racing events. Bed grounds also offered brush-free areas for
camping in groups. And springtime in the area was a joy for all.
The expanse of the use and its visibility attracted attention from all sorts of people who had no interest in either the
economics and seasonal movements of the livestock or in outdoor recreation which wasn’t of the scenery-viewing variety.
Grazing and OHV became targets. They became targets because grazing required an annual license, and OHV events
required a permit. The action by BLM to consider permit issuance became a bull’s eye.
The first to go was the easiest, OHV events. Back in the early 1970s, the area had scores of races that used in the flat areas
all around Fremont Peak and extending into the hills adjacent to the Navy’s Mojave B Range. Extending up through Almond
Cove and joining trails in the Spangler Hills, and sometimes extending to the Rand Mountains, this was an unlimited
experience in terrain and skill.
BLM selected this unit, called Red Mountain, for its first land use plan. Pointing to the fact that tortoises used the area,
particularly in the spring, BLM made a decision in the 1975 Red Mountain Plan to close the area to events. Bang. No appeal.
The proliferation of roads and trails, first by sheep and then by OHV had simply led to the demise of one aspect of recreation.
Continued on next page
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People still came to the area, but now in family groups to camp and ride and give the kids a chance to ride. By 1980 BLM
had another land use plan. This one was desert-wide, the California Desert Conservation Area Plan. Under this plan, the
proliferation of roads and trails provided justification that this area be moved from “existing roads and trails” to
“designated roads and trails.” The tortoises were still there; the wildflowers were still there, but OHV was still the target.
Too much fun, and thoughtless expansion of trails to seek new experience provided the fodder for new restrictions. Some of
the upland areas to the east and north were identified as Wilderness Study Areas, but in the final analysis BLM did not believe
many except Red Mountain itself and a small part of the Lava Mountains actually become wilderness, but advocates and
Congress had other ideas.
BLM next faced a formal listing of the desert tortoise. That occurred in 1989. The direct result is that throughout the Mojave
all OHV events had to go through a formal review by Fish and Wildlife Service (FWS). The first victim of the listing was the
sheep. FWS concluded that continued sheep use in this area, something that had likely occurred for perhaps 100 years, would
“likely jeopardize the continued existence of the [tortoise] species.” The industry, as it had been a part of the Mojave, was
dead.
During the 1990s two more threats to recreation emerged, and
again routes of travel and access were the targets. The first was
that the FWS developed a Recovery Plan for the desert tortoise
and designated critical habitat. The second was the Desert
Protection Act. For vehicular access, the latter was the most
important since it created federally designated wildernesses.
I went through the battles, and know that the passage was sold
on the basis that people with vehicles did not appreciate the
landscape and couldn’t be controlled. Advocates carried baby
tortoises to congressional offices. Areas such as Golden Valley,
a highland area to the southeast of Cuddeback, became
wilderness. This particular area was gorgeous to ride through,
particularly in the spring with wildflowers, and it became off
limits to access, except by the hardy few. (The hardy few would
be forced to walk! So much for enjoying the landscape on
the distance a half canteen of water can carry one.) The
justification was always that trails would proliferate, widen,
and in essence ruin the countryside.
Now the other shoe is about to drop. A bill in the US Senate
proposes to expand wilderness to fill up all the areas that were
missed in the 1994 CDPA. And again the justification is that the
area that is not in wilderness is “not protected.”
In the public mind, this concept that if areas are open for access they aren’t adequately protected was reinforced recently.
In a publication by The Nature Conservancy, “Mojave Desert Ecoregional Assessment” (October 2010), only land within
congressionally designated wilderness and units of the National Park System are characterized as “Lands under Conservation
Management”. This portrayal will be used, among others, to justify further land use restriction in the name of
“conservation” and “protection,” while completely ignoring the public’s right to enjoy the public lands in a variety of ways.
And in the desert there is simply unreality in the belief by some that a vehicle isn’t necessary to use the back country.
So what can you do? In the longer term, don’t give further ammunition to the advocates of more closures. Stay on trails,
and have fun but not too much. You may think no one is watching, but evidence of misuse becomes the Exhibit A for the folks
who will use the tracks against you. The last thing you want is for more land to be locked up, whether around Fremont Peak
and next to Spangler Hills, or elsewhere in the desert. California already has more Wilderness than any other state except
Alaska. We don’t need more in the name of “protection.”
Gerry Hillier: Gerry has spent his professional life involved with agriculture and natural resources management in the West. Raised in Sacramento, his undergraduate work
was in Range Management at UC Davis and Washington State. He did graduate work in natural resources economics and public administration at George Washington, University
of Montana and Oregon State. Gerry completed a 35-year career with the Bureau of Land Management in 1992, spending the last 16 years as the District Manager for the
California Desert District, leading planning, management and regulation of the Federal public lands in Southern California. He has had a consulting firm since 1993, providing
services involving natural resources and public land use to public and private sector clients in the Mojave Desert region. He serves as Executive Director of QuadState County
Government Coalition, providing representation on public land issues to 7 counties in the Mojave. He is a member of a variety of professional and interest groups associated with
natural resources and wine, and serves on the Board of Governors of the CSU System's Desert Studies Center at Zzyzx.
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Rowher Flats Boulder Course Testing- Rock Party!

People and Rock Drivers (because there is a difference)
The Rowher Flats 4X4 Boulder Course is open and needs to be tested.
I would like to put something together where we all assemble as a large
group with different level trucks, and the Forest Service, to run the course
and make any changes that may be necessary (under the Forest Service
supervision).
If you have not heard the course, it is over 100 feet long and 30 feet wide
and is one of the longest built in California. This is our course, built with
funds from the Forest Service, Clubs, Non Profits and Donations, so we
need to make sure it is all we want it to be, and possibly improve it. The
Forest Service has been a great partner in this and will support ideas to
make it its best.
My proposed date for this event to occur is January 8th. This is not yet
set in stone, but it allows ample time to recover from the holidays and catch
up on sleep. Please contact me if this conflicts with your schedule or if you
would like to suggest a better date.
I want to arrange an event similar to a grand opening, and want everyone to be included, because it was the combination of
all of our help that allowed this to happen. We may just be a small handful out of millions, but together with a common
purpose we can accomplish anything.
There are some small BBQ's out there so we can burn some meat, and have a great family day. I am rather certain I can get
the day free of charge (for the course only, for the rest of the area it is
only an adventure pass) to test it. So who's in?
Spread this informatioin around and let's get more participants. The
more we learn here, the better Azusa will be!
Mike Bishop,
President, Azusa Canyon Off Road Association
Division of CTUC, a Not for Profit Corporation.
(626) 840-8472
acora12@yahoo.com
www.ACORAUSA.com
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Roy Denner Memorial Track Dedication Ceremony
The Roy Denner Memorial ATV Training Track Dedication Ceremony was held Sunday, November 14, 2010. This training
area was dedicated in his memory. Roy has done much to promote the off road cause, and will forever be remembered as a
champion of off road recreation.
Roy’s OHV Accomplishments:
• Roy became active in San Diego Off-Road Coalition (SDORC) in the
mid-1990s; SDORC’s Director of Land Use for several years.
• Member of the California Desert District Advisory Council for eight
years.
• Member of the Imperial Sand Dunes Recreation Area Technical Review
Team for eight years.
• Named OHV Volunteer of the Year by the California Off-Highway
Motor Vehicle Recreation Division in 1999.
• In 2001, formed the Off-Road Business Association (ORBA), a nonprofit
association of businesses in the OHV recreation industry.
• Produced two successful ORBA Off-Road SuperShows.
• Organized fundraisers for state and federal political candidates—made
several trips to Sacramento and Washington, D.C.
• Worked tirelessly to establish an OHV park in San Diego County.
• Pioneered the concept of full-time attorney working exclusively on OHV issues.
• 2008 Lifetime Achievement Award from Off Road Impact.
Roy would have been extremely proud of this permanent tribute to his many efforts on behalf of the OHV community.
Let us continue Roy’s dream and fight for the OHV cause.
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16th Annual Truckhaven Challenge
I certainly hope everyone had a great holiday season. I say we start the New Year off in the desert at the CORVA 16th Annual
Truckhaven Challenge January 22nd and 23rd, located in the Ocotillo Wells SVRA off of S22 on Holly Rd. We have a tight,
twisting course planned that will be fun for everyone. I don’t recommend full size or stock vehicles on this course, as you
might run into a challenge in some sections of this course. We do, however, have more difficult bypasses for those willing to
“go for it”.
The Trailmasters will hold their amazing barbecue again Saturday night, a great way to finish up a day on the trail. Also,
the Salton City Volunteer Fire Dept. will hold a pancake breakfast on Sunday morning. I can tell you from experience you
are guaranteed a great meal from both groups.
For those of you who sometimes bring your four-legged friends off roading with you, we will have a dog show right before
the Trailmasters barbeque. This has been a fan favorite at all our other events, so bring your dogs out and show them off.
Don’t forget the ever popular raffle with great prizes donated by the off-road industry. This year is shaping up to be the best
ever for the Truckhaven Challenge. Please see our flyer in this edition of the ORIA on page 5 or visit www.corva.org for
more information on the Truckhaven Challenge. This is one event you don’t want to miss. I hope to see you all there!

CORVA NEEDS YOUR HELP!
Here are the main projects that CORVA is
involved with at this time. Please cut this
form out and mail with your donation to:

I AM DONATING TO:

Red Rock Comments Project
Route Designation Process
CORVA
Reopening of Clear Creek Area
1101 E. Orangewood Ave. Ste 103 Funding the CA Desert Legal Bills
Funding work at: _____________
Anaheim CA 92805-6827
Other Area: __________________
Name _______________________
General Fund (non specific)
Address ______________________
City _________________________
State / Zip ___________________

$ ______
$ ______
$ ______
$ ______
$ ______
$ ______
$ ______

TOTAL $ ______
Please make checks payable to CORVA
Donations are not deductible as charitable contributions
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MEMBER DONATIONS

CLUB DONATIONS

GENERAL

VENTURA COUNTY MOTORCYCLE CLUB

MARK & SANDRA CAMP
EDWARD & KATHRYN DEVEREAUX
WAYNE & DEBBIE EDWARDS
RANDY FOSTER
MIKE & CORKY LAZZARINO
RUSSELL & PATRICIA McENTYRE
GENE RIGGS
ROBERT WILSON

$20.00
$20.00
$25.00
$10.00
$20.00
$20.00
$20.00
$50.00

$20.00

To help us out and make a donation
please see page 15
Thanks

WELCOME NEW MEMBERS
JAMIE ALTMAN
DAVIN BANKS
TIM BOLDRIN
ADAM & VIOLET CASPER
GABRIEL CERDA
CORY CLEVELAND
JERRY & GEORGEANNA CLOWES
JIM CRILLY
DAVID & DIANE DINNING
ERIC & DARLENE DOMINGUEZ
DENNIS FLORITA
FRANK & JEANETTE FONTANA
PAUL & GRACE GARDNER
DAN GARLOUGH
CHRISTIAN GROTE

NICOLE GUERERA
MARK HEIN
ROGER KIEFER
GEORGE KISH
KARL KNOLL
ROBERT & KATHY LADD
BRANDON LINE
BEN & GIGI LISH
BOBBY LONG
JASON MARTIN
JIM MARTIN
MICHAEL MAYA
TY & LAURIE MONTEE
GEORGE & MELINDA MURRAY
MATT NEBEL
DOUG NICHOLAS

TERRY NICHOLS
BRETT & MELISSA NORTON
JIM ORR
ANDRE & SUZIE PELS
MICHAEL SCHNITZIUS
DAVE & LINDA SEMPLE
BRUCE & SUE SHORE
RANDY & KATHY SIMMONS
GREG & MONICA SLOAN
DECLON & KRISTEN THOMAS
RUSSELL TOMAN
ERIC TORGESON
TOM & JODY TUCKER
STEPHEN WATTERS
RYAN WOOTEN

WELCOME BACK OLD MEMBERS
JIM ALLNUTT
JOHN & DIANNA ARMSTRONG
THOMAS & SHARON BAIRD
TROY BARTLE
ROGER & DIANE BELEW
ALAN BOYER
JEFF & CHRISTINE BRADY
JOHN & JUDY BREYLINGER
DAN & ANNA CALLANTA
MARK & SANDRA CAMP
CHUCK COFFMAN
EDWARD & KATHRYN DEVEREAUX
DENNIS & CAREN DUNN
GREG EYRICH
JOHN & TERRI FERRO
RANDY & DEBRA FOSTER
MARK GIGAS

GARTH & ALMA GOODELL
JOSH GUTIERREZ
TRACY & SUSAN HOPPER
LYNDOL & MARY JAMES
RON & SUSAN JONES
THOMAS KELM
THOMAS KUDLICK
MIKE LAZZARINO
ALLEN LISCUM
GIB & TERRI LOPEZ
DAVID MADRIGAL
RUSSELL MCENTYRE
BRUCE MEIERS
KEN & JAN MIEDING
MICHAEL & TRISH MILLS
ED & LISA MOLEDOR

MIKE MONZON
ALAN & CINDY OCKEY
LARRY & NATALIE PETTERSON
ERIC & BETTY RATLIFF
DONALD & LENA RUED
AL & OLGA SCHUMACHER
ANTHONY & AMY SILVA
PHILLIP & KATHY SILVEIRA
DALE & JESSICA SIMON
ROBERT SINGER
OLE & SHERRY STORTROEN
DENNIS & DEBBIE TAUSCHER
JAMES & ALICE TURNER
PETER UDELL
RALPH WARBINGTON
MATT WILLOUGHBY
ROBERTA & JIM WOODS

WELCOME NEW LIFETIME MEMBERS
TOM & GINGER HANSON
JAMIE & DESIREE SANCHEZ

Page 18

Off-Roaders In Action, January 2011
2011

CORVA ASSOCIATE MEMBERS
... PLEASE SUPPORT THOSE THAT SUPPORT YOU ...
BARRY’S TICKET SERVICE
23622 CALABASAS RD #123, CALABASAS CA 91302-1584
818-990-8499 www.barrystickets.com

MALCOLM SMITH MOTORSPORTS
7599 INDIANA AVE RIVERSIDE CA 92504-4145
909-687-1300 www.malcolmsmith.com

BAYLESS ENGINEERING & MANUFACTURING
26100 AVENUE HALL VALENCIA CA 91355-4808
661-257-3373 www.baylessengineering.com

MC KENZIES PERFORMANCE PRODUCTS
807 E ORANGETHORPE AVE STE A ANAHEIM, CA 92801-1176
888-426-7491 www.mckenzies.com

B F GOODRICH
1 PARKWAY S GREENVILLE SC 29615-5022
864-458-4484 www.bfgoodrichtires.com

MARINA SUZUKI
12973 W WASHINGTON BLVD LOS ANGELES CA 90066-5128
310-306-8595 www.marinasuzuki.com

BROADWAY INDUSTRIES
5641 MESMER AVE CULVER CITY, CA. 90230
310-453-2397

POWDER COATING PLUS
26140 AVENUE HALL VALENCIA CA 91355-4808
661-295-0205 www.powdercoatingplus.com

CAL COAST MOTORSPORTS
5455 WALKER ST. VENTURA, CA 93003
805-642-0900 www.calcoastmotorsports.com

RACE PREP HOBBIES
1542 E LOS ANGELES AVE #F SIMI VALLEY CA 93065-2069
805-582-0005 www.raceprephobbies.com

DAD’S RIDE

SAND SUPPLY
22839 SATICOY ST CANOGA PARK CA 91304-4537
818-437-4452 www.sandsupply.com

DISTRICT 37 AMA DUAL SPORT
3550 FOOTHILL BLVD LA CRESCENTA CA 91214-1828
626-350-2101 www.district37ama.org/dualsport
ELECTRO TECH POWDER COATING
836A RANCHEROS DR SAN MARCOS CA 92069-3009
760-746-0292 www.electrotechcoatings.com
FOX FACTORY RACING SHOX
10943 WHEATLANDS AVE STE B SANTEE CA 92071-2893
800-FOX-SHOX www.foxracingshox.com
FWORD INDUSTRIES
5267 WARNER AVE #140 HUNTINGTON BEACH CA 92649-4079
714-350-1133 www.needtoride.com
GEN-RIGHT OFF ROAD
1816 ANGUS AVE UNIT A SIMI VALLEY CA 93063-3494
805-584-8635 www.genright.com
GMS GROUNDS MAINTENANCE SERVICES
PO BOX 879 • NEWBURY PARK CA 91319-0879
805-498-9495 www.gmsinclandscape.com
HONDA OF GLENDALE
1331 E. COLORADO ST GLENDALE CA 91205-1462
818 246-2461 www.hondaofglendale.com
HT&R PERFORMANCE – OFF-ROAD
888 S. DISNEYLAND DRIVE, SUITE 400 ANAHEIM, CA 92802
(800) 432-7515 www.htrperformance.com
JIMCO ELECTRICAL CONSTRUCTION
26752 OAK AVE STE H CANYON COUNTRY CA 91351-6615
661-252-1227 www.jimcoelectric.com
J'S MAINTENANCE
3550 FOOTHILL BLVD LA CRESCENTA CA 91214-1828
818-249-4023 www.jsmaintenance.com
KERECHUK MOTOR SERVICE
120 E VALLEY BLVD ALHAMBRA CA 91801-5130
626-308-0811 www.kerechuk.com
LATEST RAGE
905 TAVERN RD STE 4 ALPINE CA 91901-3805
619-445-1176

SCOTTS PERFORMANCE PRODUCTS
2625 HONOLULU AVE MONTROSE CA 91020-1706
818-248-6747 www.scottsperformance.com
SIMI RECREATIONAL VEHICLE SALES
1568 E LOS ANGELES AVE SIMI VALLEY CA 93065-2018
805-522-1221 www.simi-rv.com
SIMI VALLEY HONDA CANAM
4346 E LOS ANGELES AVE SIMI VALLEY CA 93063-2937
805-526-4122 www.simivalleyhondaseadoo.com
SPOD PRODUCTS
661-755-8739 www.4x4s-pod.com
SWAY-A-WAY
9555 OWENSMOUTH AVE STE 9 CHATSWORTH CA 91311-8000
818-700-9712 www.swayaway.com
TIERRA DEL SOL 4 WD CLUB
PO BOX 4371 SAN DIEGO CA 92164-4371
858-748-5096 www.tds4x4.com
TRANSAXLE ENGINEERING
9763 VARIEL AVE CHATSWORTH CA 91311-4315
818-998-2739 www.transaxleengineering.com
VEHICLE LIQUIDATION
8719 PEARBLOSSOM HWY LITTLEROCK CA 93543-3120
661-944-9300 www.vehicle-liquidation.com
WETCO, INC.
PO BOX 4307 MISSION VIEJO CA 92690-4307
949-510-8765 www.wetco.biz
WIDE OPEN BAJA
6 BENDIX IRVINE CA 92618-2006
949-635-2292 www.wideopenbaja.com
YARMAN DRIVESHAFTS
166 W AVENUE J5 LANCASTER CA 93534-4417
661-723-1272
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ADVERTISE IN THE
“OFF-ROADERS IN ACTION”
Advertising Rates
Full Page (7 1/2” x 9 1/2”)

3mo 6mo 12mo
$480 $870 $1,560

1/2 Page (7 1/2” x 4 3/4”)

$270 $480

$860

1/3 Page (7 1/2” x 3 1/4”)

$195 $375

$625

1/4 Page (3 3/4” x 4 3/4”)

$165 $300

$540

Business Card (3 5/8” x 2”)

The Azusa Canyon Off Road Association (ACORA) and the
California Trail Users Coalition (CTUC) have begun the
second phase of a state of the art Off Road Obstacle Course
and ATV Training Course in the San Gabriel Canyon Off
Highway Vehicle Recreation Area (Azusa Canyon).

$90

$162

$264

For more information please contact us at: 800-42-CORVA
Send an email to: advertising@corva.org

We need you to help CORVA make a difference
Show your support and advertise in the newsletter

As we begin Phase Two, ACORA is now working to procure
tax deductible donations and sponsorships from off road
shops and equipment manufacturers to build additional
obstacles and amenities on each course, such as shaded tables,
shaded bleachers, and shaded instructional areas, so that
families and friends can be involved in relative comfort.
Sponsors will be able to display their names on these additions
to Phase Two.
Support ACORA and the Azusa Canyon Off Road Obstacle
Course Project!
http://blogs.4wheeloffroad.com/azusa-canyon-off-roadobstacle-course-and-atv-training-course

NOT A MEMBER?
www.corva.org/join

SIGN UP ONLINE OR USE THE FORM BELOW

www.corva.org/renew

CUT OUT AND MAIL IN

MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION
a

FREE 90 DAY MEMBERSHIP

a

RENEWING MEMBERS

$30

a

NEW MEMBER

a

ASSOCIATE MEMBER

$365

a

LIFE MEMBER

$30

a

$300

NAME
ADDRESS
PHONE
WHAT DO YOU RIDE?
CLUB OR BUSINESS NAME

ADDRESS CHANGE ONLY

SPOUSE’S NAME
CITY
EMAIL

STATE

ZIP

WHERE?
MAKE CHECKS PAYABLE TO CORVA

PLEASE USE OUR SECURE WEB SITE FOR ALL CREDIT CARD AND PAY PAL TRANSACTIONS

SEND TO: CORVA TREASURER - 1101 E. Orangewood Ave. Ste 103 - ANAHEIM - CA - 92805-6827
PLEASE ALLOW 4 - 6 WEEKS FOR PROCESSING
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CORVA
CALIFORNIA OFF-ROAD
VEHICLE ASSOCIATION

www.corva.org

Mail Distribution Address
1101 E. Orangewood Ave, Ste 103
Anaheim CA 92805-6827

PRSRT STD
US Postage

PAID
Glendale, CA
Permit No. 1353

Address Service Requested
_____________________________
____________________________________________

CORVA CALENDAR
January:
1/15

14th Annual ISDRA MLK Weekend CleanUp -- Saturday event in both North and South Dunes.
See bottom of page 14. More info here: http://www.uniteddesertgateway.org

1/22-23

16th Annual TRUCKHAVEN CHALLENGE -- See page 5 for details.

March:
3/19

Annual CORVA Family Fun Run --- Hungry Valley State OHV Park --- Save the date!!!
More info on page 16.

FOR UP TO DATE INFORMATION PLEASE VISIT THE CORVA WEB SITE

WWW.CORVA.ORG

