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The Importance of the Parks Forward Initiative
By Amy Granat, CORVA Managing Director

Earlier this year California’s Secretary of Natural
Resources, John Laird, announced a new initiative
called “Parks Forward”, designed to rethink and re-create California State Parks from the inside out. The staff
of the initiative has begun by reexamining every process
within the system, from parks personnel to park maintenance, concessions and fees. A blue ribbon panel was
named consisting of leaders from Silicon Valley and academia, a group of highly qualified people given leave to
recommend any changes needed to lead California State
Parks into a financially stable future. Although off-road
recreation and the Off Highway Motor Vehicle
Recreation Division of California State Parks were not
specifically identified as needing change, any recom-

mendations made by Parks Forward will affect the division as well as staffing at State Vehicular Recreation
Areas. Therefore CORVA identified participation in
Parks Forward as critical, and the following was incorporated into CORVA’s address at the first Parks
Forward Commission Meeting in Sacramento.
“Of the 280 state parks in California, off-road enthusiasts have only 8 State Vehicular Recreation Areas, or
SVRAs, that allow enthusiasts to enjoy motorized recreation. Our parks not only fulfill a very real need for
hundreds of thousands of off-roaders that live in
California, but also fill a special place in our souls. They
represent a level of importance to our families that can(Continued on page 15)
not be underestimated.

An Important Way to Save Your Tires, Increase
Comfort, Improve Traction and Sustain the Environment
by Don Alexander, Vice President - Sales & Marketing

One of the important tools for off roading is airing
down tires. Reducing tire pressure for off road driving
has several benefits:
• Larger tire contact patch for improved traction
• Improved ride quality over bumpy, rocky surfaces
• Less risk of punctures from sharp objects like rocks
• A reduction in road and trail damage and erosion
There are also some disadvantages:
• Reduced ground clearance due short sidewall from
less pressure
• Increased possibility of the tire bead unseating from
the wheel rim
• The need to air back to recommended highway tire
(Continued on page 12)
pressures for your vehicle.

When airing down for a trail, it is important
to have an air compressor like this one to get your rig
ready for much faster highway speeds.

"Dedicated to protecting our lands for the people, not from the people."
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Interview with California Off-Highway Motor Vehicle
Recreation Commissioner Kevin Murphy
By Amy Granat, CORVA Managing Director
The following is Commissioner Kevin Murphy’s response to
questions posed to him by CORVA Managing Director, Amy
Granat.
Why did you want to become a Commissioner on the OffHighway Vehicle Commission?
I wanted to become an OHV Commissioner because I am
very passionate about OHV access issues and about protecting our natural environment for future generations. I have
been a lifelong OHV enthusiast and have been involved with
different OHV issues over the years. I saw the opportunity as
the best way I could use my abilities to serve the people of
California.
What do you hope to accomplish as a commissioner?
In addition to protecting and preserving the environment
and OHV access, I would like to enhance and expand OHV
opportunities for the people of California. I would like to do
this while partnering with all groups involved to grow OHV
access from a long term, sustainable, point of view. I would
also like to see OHV Green-Sticker Grants be used to maximum benefit. By this, I mean I would like to see Green
Sticker Grant money used to provide a quality recreation
experience for the people of California, while protecting the
environment.
I would also like to educate both sides of OHV issues that
OHV access can take place in an area without that meaning a
wholesale destruction of an area. Now, that does not mean
you can plow your OHV up every hill you find. But, it is possible to make an ecologically friendly trail that goes back and
forth up the same hill, and still have a quality recreational
experience. This is possible. If we could bring both sides a little closer to the middle of issues we could all work together to
accomplish our goals.
Why is the OHV Commission important and what do you see
as the OHV Commission’s overriding purpose?
The OHV Commission is important because the purpose of
the Commission is to gather the voice and input of all people
affected by OHV decisions. The Commission then takes that
input and provides guidance to the OHV Division which best
meets the needs of everyone involved. We take into account
every voice, from every point of view, to see all issues from as
many different angles as possible. This allows the OHV
Division to serve the people of California from a more representative point of view. For this reason, it is important for
people to attend OHV Commission meetings to have their
voice heard in the OHV discussion.

Describe the interaction between State Parks and the OHV
Division of State Parks.
The OHV Division is a Division of the State Parks
Department of California. The OHV Division is self-funded
by the stable revenue generated by the OHV Trust Fund. The
OHV Trust Fund is funded by the portion of gas tax that is
determined to be from fueling OHVs - which are, by their
nature, not used on paved roads. The trust fund is also funded by Green-Sticker registration fees and gate fees collected at
State Vehicle Recreation Areas (SVRA). Conversely, the State
Parks Department is funded by gate fees collected at nonSVRA parks, and revenue from the State General Fund.
What is the most important role OHV advocates can play to
keep OHV access in California?
Getting organized into groups locally and nationally is the
most productive role OHV enthusiasts can play in preserving
OHV access in California. In addition to CORVA, there are
a number of groups who can keep you up to date on the latest
issues affecting OHV access. These groups also provide pathways to have your voice effectively heard by decision makers.
These groups include the AMA, the Blue Ribbon Coalition,
and Americans for Responsible Recreation Access. Attending
and speaking at an OHV Commission meeting is another
great way to have your voice effectively heard in OHV decisions.
In addition, the OHV community should find ways to
become more politically active. It is worthwhile to seek out
and meet with your elected officials. Introduce yourself as an
OHV enthusiast, an environmentalist, and a voter. Let them
know that as a responsible OHV enthusiast, you too are an
environmentalist who cares about keeping our environment
safe and secure for future generations. Show them how
responsible OHV access is beneficial to you and your family.
And, just because you enjoy the outdoors differently than
other groups, that should not preclude you from having
responsible access to public lands. Ask them if they are supportive of environmentally responsible family oriented OHV
access.
In your organization meetings ask how you, as a group, can
support your elected officials who are supportive of your position. When you meet with those officials ask them what you
can do as a group to support them politically. Can your group
walk a precinct at re-election or host a barbeque for their supporters? These actions will develop positive relationships
which will garner mutual respect. This will provide needed
clarity, when decisions need to be made concerning OHV
issues.
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WHAT IS CORVA?
The California Off-Road Vehicle
Association (CORVA) is a varied group
of outdoor recreationalists who are
extremely active in promoting the positive aspects of vehicular access on public lands and protecting that right.
The group is composed of the owners
of “Green Sticker” vehicles such as
ATV’s, motorcycles, 3-wheelers, trail
bikes, and dune buggies, as well as
“street legal” 4x4 vehicles, dual sport
motorcycles, baja and desert racers,
and snowmobiles.
We work with land managers for
responsible off-highway vehicular
access and recreation opportunities.
Secondarily, we educate our membership on the constantly changing rules
and regulations and promote conservation, clean-up and trail maintenance
projects.
We participate in lobbying activities in
both Sacramento and Washington DC.
We work closely with the State
Department of Parks and Recreation
providing input to the Off-Highway
Motor Vehicle Recreation (OHMVR)
program from the users’ standpoint.
We provide a valuable resource to land
managers in the form of dedicated
OHV and OSV enthusiasts who believe
in using our public lands responsibly.
We are active at all levels of the land
management public process with both
the BLM and USFS as well as at the
county and local levels. We do this by
commenting on many environmental
documents on issues that affect us.
We coordinate with other multiple use
organizations such as snowmobiles to
horse enthusiasts to protect multiple
use rights that we both share. Only
together can we fight the extremists.
We are:

“Dedicated to protecting our
lands for the people, not from
the people.”
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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE
By Harry Baker
Thanks to all who made the Southern Jamboree a success. It
was a scramble to find a new venue because of the government shutdown, but we did it! Lou Peralta, owner of the Alta
Vista Ranch in California City stepped in and offered us the
use of his place and it was the ideal solution. Several other
organizations were forced to move or cancel events on public
lands as well.

have always had to justify their use of public lands.
Everywhere you look in the state someone doesn't like what
we do. El Dorado Forest, Ocotillo Wells, Littlerock, the list
goes on. Yet we're persistent, and just as we drive over obstacles on the trail, we overcome obstacles in the public sector by
writing letters, attending meetings, speaking out and becoming involved in the process of governing. It's how we roll.

I had a great time hosting the Potato Stab game. Some of the
spuds with good eyes were able to evade the folks, as several
contestants arrived at the finish line with less than the
required amount of spuds. There were classes for 4X4's,
SXS's, Quads, Buggies and Motorcycles, with as many techniques as participants. Thanks to all the drivers, riders and
stabbers, we all had a good time.
The Johnson Valley issue remains unresolved in Congress
although we expect rhetoric to increase once the government
budget and debt ceiling issues are resolved. The Marines
have made statements regarding the process of the development of their takeover plan that ignore the facts and worse,
ignore the people. We expect that we will need everyone's
help to counter this misleading information. Everyone in the
United States is represented by a member of Congress who
will eventually have a say in the fate of Johnson Valley. This
is not just a California issue, so many people and groups have
spent not only hundreds of thousands of dollars, but hundreds of thousands of hours to keep Johnson Valley open.
Who knew that a casual conversation more than six years
ago in Washington D.C. could have led to this varied group of
folks fighting together for so long, and with so much passion?
CORVA members were there at the beginning, and we'll be
there through the end. Our goal has always been to Save
Johnson Valley and we have never wavered.
It seems that it is the nature of the beast that recreationalsts

CORVA NEEDS YOUR HELP!
Here are the main projects that CORVA is
involved with at this time. Please cut this
form out and mail with your donation to:

CORVA

1500 W. El Camino Ave. #352
Sacramento, CA 95833-1945
Name _______________________
Address ______________________
City _________________________
State / Zip ___________________

As we close out 2013 and look forward to 2014, we have our
work cut out for us, but we also have the opportunity to move
ahead with some exciting projects at CORVA stay tuned and
stay involved.
As always, I encourage you to follow our website and our
facebook page for the latest updates. There is always something new happening. If you want to have CORVA Board
members speak to your group or attend your event, please let
me know.
Thank you all. CORVA appreciates your support, your
activism, your enthusiasm and your friendship.

I AM DONATING TO:
Legal Fund
$ ______
Sierra Pro Access Group
$ ______
Lawsuit against Forest Service
$ ______
Reopening of Clear Creek Area
$ ______
Funding the CA Desert Legal Bills
$ ______
Ocotillo Wells Lawsuit
$ ______
Funding work at: _____________ $ ______
Other Area: __________________ $ ______
General Fund (non specific)
$ ______
TOTAL $ ______
Please make checks payable to CORVA
(Donations are not deductible as charitable contributions)
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CORVA Land Use Resources and Public Policy Report
By Bruce Whitcher, CORVA VP of Land Resources and Public Policy

San Gabriel National Recreation Area
Legislation being Drafted for Park Service
Management of San Gabriel Mountains
Share your questions and comments!
Email SGRec@mail.house.gov.
National Recreational Area (NRA) Proposal:
What is allowed/prohibited in a NRA?
Recreational activities, such as hiking, camping, cycling,
boating, fishing, and hunting are allowed in most NRAs. A
wide range of recreational activities can be explicitly authorized in the legislation that establishes a particular NRA. The
legislation creating each NRA is unique to the local needs and
uses of the area. Many more activities are allowed in NRAs
than are often allowed in National Parks, for example.
How will the NRA protect my rights?
The National Park Service (NPS) does not own any land in
the area under consideration for the NRA, so NPS has no
authority to impose or alter rights, jurisdictions, policies, regulations, ownership, access, or uses. Local landowners will
not have to ask NPS for permission to sell, lease, or access
their own lands, expand their own homes, businesses, or facilities, operate their facilities, etc.

How will Rep. Chu ensure the National Recreation Area protects my rights?
Here is a list of assurances that Rep. Chu will uphold in legislation:
• Agencies and organizations (and all others) that own and
manage land within a San Gabriel NRA will continue to
manage their lands according to their own policies and
regulations.
• Local governments, businesses, and private citizens will
retain ownership over property and authority over land
use whether they are in or near the NRA boundaries.
• NPS will not have the authority to regulate the way lands
are used or impose its policies on lands it does not own,
and NPS does not own any land in the proposed NRA
boundaries.
• The NRA designation will not impact local land use
authority over private lands or any lands the Nation Park
Service does not own.
• The NRA will NOT establish additional regulatory or land
use authorities over local governments.
• NRAs are subject to existing water rights so all existing
water rights will remain intact and unaffected.
• Legislation will ensure the NRA designation does NOT
impact infrastructure for flood control, protection, storage, and transportation or treatment of water, management of solid waste or utilities. (Continued on next page)
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• Management of water supply and treatment plants will
continue under current authorities.
• The NRA will not include new or future beneficial uses or
requirements for water supply, water quality, or air quality regulations.
• Eminent domain will not be used for land acquisition.
Why do we need an NRA to protect this area?
San Gabriel Mountains – The San Gabriel Mountains are
visited by over 3 million people each year. However, persistent trash, graffiti, and safety issues increase fire dangers,
decrease water quality, and threaten the ecology and unique
habitats of the mountains. Resources are needed to make
sure people can still enjoy this open space while also maintaining it better.
River Corridors and Puente Hills – The river corridors and
Puente Hills provide important ecological connections to the
mountains. But parks in these urban areas are few and far
between, and lack the resources to adequately provide opportunities for residents and to walk, jog, bike, picnic, or enjoy
other outdoor recreational activities.
Economic Value and Resources – Numerous studies have
shown that recreational spaces increase property value and
increase revenues for local businesses. An NRA designation
could bring the kind of resources and recognition that places
like Santa Monica and the West Side already enjoy.
Additionally, California is a donor state. For every $1 we
send to the Federal Government, we only get around .78 cents
back. That’s 20% of our tax dollars we are losing out on,
while other states benefit. This NRA is one way to get some of
our tax dollars back, and encourage more economic activity.
Public Health and Environmental Justice – Los Angeles is
the most park-poor region in the United States. New York
City has more park space than L.A. Lack of recreational
opportunities – large or small – has severe impacts on urban
populations struggling with obesity, diabetes, heart disease,
and chronic illness. Opportunities to enjoy outdoor activity
are vital for public health and the well being of people of all
ages and walks of life.
What are the benefits of the NRA?
The NRA will allow the National Park Service to contribute
to community-based, community-driven projects. For example, it can help cities create more pocket parks and walking
paths among their communities, as well as access points to
existing trails and bike paths. It can help improve signage,
and increase education about the environment, fire safety, the
special history of the region, and more. In the mountains,
where there are too few resources to handle the current volume of visitation, NPS could build bathroom facilities, picnic
areas, and better parking grounds. Rangers could make sure
trash does not end up in the rivers that supply our drinking
water.
But these are just some ideas. In the end it is up to you
because Rep. Chu wants make sure YOU are in charge.
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Who will be in charge of managing and governing the
NRA?
You will. This began as a local effort, and Rep. Chu will keep
it that way. The NRA would be managed by a partnership of
local, state, and federal representatives. The study suggested
some examples of entities that could be included, but the
details of how this partnership is structured will be decided
through local input and ongoing conversations with a range
of local stakeholders.
Rep. Chu is taking suggestions from the community, and will
work with the local community, to develop a partnership that
makes sense for the region. Rep. Chu wants ample local representation and local governance in the management partnership.
Partnership parks like this are more and more common as
they allow for various stakeholders to come together and
work with NPS resources to better manage urbanized areas
for sustainable recreation.

SIMI VALLEY HONDA CANAM
4346 E LOS ANGELES AVE
SIMI VALLEY CA 93063-2937
805-526-4122
www.simivalleyhondaseadoo.com
What would the role of NPS be?
The National Park Service (NPS) would coordinate partnership-based activities through cooperative management agreements, and provide educational, interpretive, law enforcement, and other services as appropriate. Since NPS does not
own any land in the watershed or the mountains, no matter
what shape the NRA takes moving forward, NPS will have no
authority over the lands. Only through agreements would
NPS have the directive to take specific actions.
Will Santa Monica Mountains NRA or the Santa Monica
Mountains Conservancy be in charge?
No. In fact, Rep. Chu believes the San Gabriel Watershed
and Mountains are unique and deserve to be their own separate and independent unit. Rep. Chu has heard loud and
clear from many constituents and stakeholders so far that you
do not want Santa Monica Mountains NRA or the Santa
Monica Mountains Conservancy to be involved in a San
(Continued on next page)
Gabriel NRA.

Help CORVA Fight For You!
Donate on Page 4.
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San Gabriel Watershed and Mountains Special Resource
Study:
Where can I find a copy of the Study, background, and information about the study area and the study process?
http://www.nps.gov/pwro/sangabriel/
The San Gabriel Watershed and Mountains Special
Resource Study (SRS) recommends establishing an NRA that
includes the San Gabriel Watershed and Puente Hills, but
NOT the Angeles National Forest. It proposes making this
unit a satellite of the Santa Monica Mountains NRA. It recommends a separate management partnership to make decisions for the San Gabriel/Puente Hills unit. It protects existing land use, water rights and activities, sanitation activities,
private property, and all related facilities.

What happens next?
The Study is only a recommendation. It will take
Congressional legislation to create a National Recreation
Area. Though there is no official legislation currently written, Rep. Chu is working with many local stakeholders to
draft a bill that reflects the priorities of the communities in
the San Gabriel Valley and beyond.
In June, Rep. Chu hosted a series of roundtable discussions
with community advocates, city officials, local public works
agencies, and business leaders to discuss the results of the
NPS study, share her thoughts, answer questions, and take
comments. These sessions provided vital feedback that Rep.
Chu will work to incorporate as she considers drafting legislation

Secretary Laird Names Parks
Forward Commission Members,
Executive Director
Diverse Panel to Address Future of State Parks
Resources Agency Secretary John Laird and California State
Parks Director Major General Anthony L. Jackson, USMC
(Ret.) recently announced a diverse panel of 12 distinguished
Californians to lead the Parks Forward Commission, an initiative announced in June with a mission to craft a blueprint
for the future of the state’s parks. The volunteer panel will be
led by co-chairs former State Senator Christine Kehoe of San
Diego, a long-time legislative champion of state parks, and
Lance Conn, a Bay Area businessman and conservationist.
The 10 other members represent a wide spectrum of backgrounds, including a northern California tribal leader, a former National Parks Service deputy director, and the CEO of
Sony Entertainment.

Was the public allowed to see the Study and provide comments
while it was going on?
Yes. The study began by seeking local input and reviewing
existing local plans for the area. An initial series of suggestions, called alternatives, were presented to the public and
comments were taken over a period of several months. Over
5,000 people commented at that time. Based on those comments, the National Park Service (NPS) developed a revised
set of alternatives and again submitted them for public
review. Public town halls were held throughout the study
area, and over the course of several months, NPS received an
additional 12,000 comments. Ninety-five percent of the
responses supported Alternative D, which recommended creating an NRA that includes the San Gabriel Mountains, river
corridor, and Puente Hills.

“This is a high-powered cast of Californians who will dedicate the next 18 months to bring out the very best in our
parks, increase accessibility, and meet the needs of our growing and changing population,” said Laird. “Each commission
member brings a unique perspective to this independent initiative that will conduct a thorough assessment of our parks
system and recommend substantial improvements.”
Parks Forward was created in the wake of the passage of the
California State Parks Stewardship Act of 2012 (AB 1589)
signed into law last year by Gov. Brown. The legislation was
enacted as a result of the ongoing and serious funding problems discovered within the California Department of Parks
and Recreation.
Parks Forward is an independent process that will address
the financial, operational, cultural, and population challenges
facing State Parks to ensure the system’s long-term viability,
functionality, and relevance. Its task is to design and adopt a
long-term plan for a financially sustainable and functionally
relevant State Park System that meets the needs of a changing population and provides an innovative park system model
(Continued on next page)
for the rest of the nation.
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Ocotillo Wells SVRA
State Parks Responds to Ocotillo Wells Lawsuit
California State Parks has filed its formal response to the
PEER/DPC lawsuit seeking to limit open riding within
Ocotillo Wells SVRA. The response requests the judge to dismiss the lawsuit.
The response, a demurrer, cites that Public Employees for
Environmental Responsibility (PEER) and Desert Protection
Council (DPC) have improperly invited the court to direct
State Parks how to run the SVRA, something the law does not
allow. In order to pursue this lawsuit, PEER/DPC must identify a specific non-discretionary task, required by law, that
State Parks has failed to perform. That is something the filing by PEER/DPC fails to identify.
The court hearing regarding the demurrer is scheduled for
December 13, 2013. If granted, the entire case would be dismissed. Tierra del Sol 4WDC, CORVA and EcoLogic
Partners will be filing as intervenors on behalf of California
State Parks depending on the outcome of the December 13
hearing.
The filing by State Parks has extended the timeline. There is
no action required prior to the December 13th court hearing.

Having a strong General Plan is the best defense
against critics who claim Ocotillo Wells SVRA is
being mismanaged.
California State Parks recently kicked-off a comprehensive
update of the General Plan for the Ocotillo Wells SVRA . A
General Plan is a broad-based policy document that establishes a long-range vision and goals. A General Plan also provides direction on future types of improvements, services, and
programs. An Environmental Impact Report (EIR) will be
prepared as required by the California Environmental
Quality Act (CEQA). The EIR will evaluate potential environmental effects associated with adoption of the General
Plan.
The current version of the General Plan was adopted in
1982. The purpose of the General Plan Update is to revise the
plan to reflect changing conditions and issues include additional land that is now part of Ocotillo Wells SVRA, and to
update the vision, goals, and policies set forth in the plan.
Public input will be used to help guide development of the
General Plan Update.

PEER Files Lawsuit Against State Parks, Alleges
Mismanagement
California PEER Director Karen Schambach noted that her
organization has repeatedly alerted the new departmental
leadership of the problems at the park, including a formal
notice of intent to sue, to no avail. “Internal audits going
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back to the mid-90s found widespread illegal degradation
but the Department has just shrugged, deferring any changes
until a new General Plan is completed. That General Plan
update, promised since 2007, never seems to get done. We will
not sit back and wait until the park is totally bereft of plants,
wildlife and cultural resources.” Under California natural
resource statutes, the park has an ongoing duty to protect the
desert resources regardless of the general planning process.
The Ocotillo Wells lawsuit, in essence, contends that core
park management policies are illegal. Historically, California
courts have been willing to intervene to curb poor management and excessive resource damages at State Vehicular
Recreational Areas, the eight-unit system operated by the
Department’s Off-Highway Motor Vehicle Recreation
Division.

Imperial Sand Dunes Recreation
Area Business Plan Announced
The following presents the fee adjustment proposal for the
ISDRA. This proposal will be presented to the Recreation
Resource Advisory Council (R/RAC) and based on its recommendation will either be carried forward, modified, or abandoned. The final fee structure will be published on site,
online, and in local media prior to the start of the 2014 season.
Proposed Fees
The Special Area Individual SRP would continue to be levied
on primary vehicles i.e., those street-legal vehicles primarily
used for transportation to the ISDRA. Permits would be
required between October 1st and April 15th annually.
Permit-free days would be consistent with those authorized
by the President, the Secretary of the Interior, the BLM
Director, California State Director, and the El Centro
Authorized Officer. No permit would be needed for shortterm visitation at Osborne Overlook, the Plank Road
Cultural Resource Site, the Buttercup Ranger Station, or the
Watchable Wildlife Area.
The adjusted 2014 fee for the Special Area Individual SRP
would be $35 per seven-day period (week) when purchased
off-site and $50 per week when purchased on-site. In addition, a seasonal permit would be available at off-site sales
locations for $150 per primary vehicle.
The differential between on-site and off-site sales is an incentive for visitors to purchase permits prior to arrival in the
ISDRA.

WHEN DOES YOUR
MEMBERSHIP EXPIRE?
Look on your mailing label to find out.
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Forest Service: Agency Agrees to Study Decision Announced on 42 Routes
Snowmobile Impacts on Calif. Forests Closed by Court Order in 2012 on the
By Laura Petersen, E&E reporter
Eldorado National Forest
The Forest Service has agreed to conduct a detailed environmental analysis of snowmobiles' impacts on five Northern
California forests under a legal settlement with environmentalists, green groups announced today.
The agency will analyze effects on wildlife, habitat and quiet
recreation in the Stanislaus, Eldorado, Tahoe, Plumas and
Lassen national forests, according to the settlement filed last
week in U.S. District Court for the Eastern District of
California.
The Center for Biological Diversity, Snowlands Network and
Winter Wildlands Alliance had challenged the Forest
Service's lack of environmental analysis of snowmobiles and
their trails in parts of the Sierra Nevada and Cascade Range
in 2011.
They argued that the agency used "categorical exclusions"
to avoid detailed impact analysis required by the National
Environmental Policy Act and relied on outdated studies to
make its decisions.
Under the terms of the settlement, the Forest Service plans to
issue one or more draft environmental analyses by May 30,
2015, and "will use its best efforts" to finalize the documents
by Nov. 30, 2015. It will also pay $15,000 to cover plaintiffs'
litigation costs.
In exchange, the environmental groups pledged not to challenge the current snowmobile activities in the five national
forests before the agency completes its review. However, they
retain the right to challenge plans for any new or modified
snowmobile activities.
The environmental groups criticize snowmobiles as
"extremely noisy and polluting" and are concerned about the
resulting impacts on cross-country skiers and snowshoers, as
well as wildlife and habitat.
"The harm that snowmobiles do to Sierra Nevada red foxes,
Pacific fishers and mountain lions urgently needs to be studied," said Lisa Belenky, a senior attorney with the Center for
Biological Diversity.
The settlement comes several months after an Idaho judge
ordered the Forest Service to strengthen its snowmobile regulations for national forests.

CORVA Appeals Decision
Eldorado National Forest Supervisor Kathy Hardy recently
announced her decision to designate 24 popular high-country
off-highway-vehicle routes for public motorized vehicle use
and another 18 that will be designated after repairs have been
made. The popular routes were closed to public motorized
vehicle use in 2012 by court order until their impacts on water
flow in meadows were analyzed (a requirement found in the
Eldorado National Land and Resource Management Plan).
A supplemental environmental impact statement and a
"Record of Decision" were released today. Both documents
are available on the Eldorado National Forest website at:
www.fs.usda.gov/eldorado. Twenty-four of the analyzed
routes either do not cross or border meadows or meet water
flow requirements and 18 have segments that affect water
flow in meadows. The routes and their designations are identified in the Record of Decision.
Hardy's decision will be implemented once any administrative appeals to her decision are resolved and the designated
routes are printed on the Eldorado National Forest Motor
Vehicle Use Map.
Many of the routes will need simple fixes and simple environmental documentation and some will be more complex
requiring engineering designs and more detailed environmental analyses.
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Managing Director's Report
by Amy Granat

Wherever You Go, There We Are
Off-road travel in California covers a wide diversity of areas,
climates and terrain. From the Imperial Sand Dunes near the
Mexican border, to the Klamath National Forest located in
far northern California, our state is blessed with everything
an off-roader could want, except perhaps enough time to
travel throughout the state to enjoy these magnificent areas.
To CORVA, this vast landscape represents a somewhat different challenge. As advocates and representatives for motorized access, we strive to understand the unique problems or
issues that stem from differences in location. These variations
may cause the Forest Service or Bureau of Land Management
to develop different criteria for land use plans for the
Eldorado National Forest for example, or the West Mojave
Area to name another ongoing land analysis. The location of
a trail, or the popularity of a road, will cause very different
issues to develop on the ground. It’s our job to figure this all
out, and to have the answers ready to solve any problems that
may develop around the state in regards to motorized access.
Many groups and organizations have mobilized in the last 10
or 20 years to push for motorized access closures, so many
that it took some time for CORVA to develop strategies that
combat these attempts, both literally and figuratively. But we
realized some years ago that pushing for policy change and
reconsideration of motorized access from state and federal
agencies is one of the best ways to accomplish our goals.
CORVA represents motorized access not as a form of ‘recreation’, but as a much needed conveyance to experience the
outdoors. From rural residents who depend on off-road vehicles to carry firewood, to the family who wants to bring their
children to the backcountry to experience the amazing diversity of landscape in California; access in our 4X4s, ATVs, dirt
bikes and side by sides deserves the respect that is sorely lacking. Hunting, fishing and rockhounding are noble activities
on public land that deserve equal consideration that includes
their reliance on off-road vehicles, but unless we point out the
incongruence of labeling these activities as merely ‘recreation’, we will see little change.

Off-roading is about so much more than a vehicle. It’s my
passion because it enables me to access areas previously lost
to disability. Families with young children depend on vehicles
that bring them into forests during vacations and long weekends. Others enjoy the camaraderie that develops in off-road
clubs, and trail riding together through a forest. No one person, group or organization has any greater right to tell motorized enthusiasts where and how to travel, nor do any of these
groups have a sole right to the moral high ground, where they
tend to look down on others who simply choose to enjoy public land in a different manner. This is the message that
CORVA brings to federal and state agencies, politicians and
commissions around the state. Policy change can bring about
increased access by allowing land managers to understand
the need for motorized access beyond their preconceived
notions. By working politically but steadfast in our resolve to
retain and increase off-road access we are working to accomplish our goals.
Our members often ask me how we are able to do everything
I’ve outlined above, and there is no simple answer. Together
we analyze federal documents to understand proposals that at
first many not seem to affect motorized access, but that have
hidden agendas. We look beyond the immediate, attending
conferences on environmental issues previously thought to
have little to do with off-road vehicles, but turn out to be
amazing opportunities to meet our adversaries face-to-face,
and dispel their long-held beliefs and misperceptions regarding off-road enthusiasts and motorized access. It takes time,
money, dedicated members of the Board of Directors, and
perseverance. CORVA supplies the time, perseverance and
the dedicated Board of Directors, but we depend on our members for the money to continue our efforts. Now more than
ever, we are seeing the fruits of our labor, changes in policy
that will allow motorized access to continue in California.
Now, more than ever, we need your membership and donations. Please support CORVA so we can keep supporting you!

(See Page 4 to Donate)

Los Angeles County Residents Your Help Is Needed
A public meeting to discuss the Littlerock OHV Park will be
held on Wednesday, November 20th from 6:30pm-8pm at
Jackie Robinson Park, located at 8773 East Avenue R,
Littlerock, CA 93543. CORVA agrees that an OHV park in
LA County is needed and is viable. LA County's proposed
OHV park in the Littlerock area needs our help. There are a
few protesters in the adjacent, but separated area that do not
support the park. Unfortunately the few, less than 10 people,

are vocal and have generated approximately 100 protest letters to the County Supervisors. We need all CORVA members who live in LA County, to send letters of support to the
LA Board of Supervisors in support of this proposed OHV
opportunity in LA County, to counter the opposition. A simple letter saying that you support the Littlerock OHV Park is
all that is needed. Letters can be sent in care of Robert
Ettleman at: rettleman@parks.lacounty.gov.
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Airing Down Your Tires

Take the need to air up when leaving a trail seriously. It is
very important for safe highway driving to air back to the
proper inflation pressure. While you may be able to drive for
a mile or two a very low speeds to a gas station with an air
compressor, greater distances and speeds over 25 MPH present an increased risk of tire damage and failure due to heat
build up. The only way to assure safe passage on the highway
is to air up before hitting the asphalt.
This requires an on-board compressor system or an air tank
with high volume for airing up large tires. There are many
compressor systems and on board air tanks like the CO2
tanks from Powertank.

WHY AIR DOWN?
The major factor is improved traction. As the distance
between the ground and the rim (sidewall height) is reduced
as the pressure is lowered, the tire contact patch length (footprint) increases considerably. At the same time, the width of
the contact patch also increases slightly as the crowning of the
tread is reduced. At very low pressures, the size of the contact
patches can increase as much as 250%. The contact patch
area is one factors determining the traction available from a
tire. The down side is, as mentioned, the tire unseating from
the wheel rim, and, increased heat build up at higher speeds,
especially at highway speeds. This can cause catastrophic tire
failure over time.
An additional factor is tire reliability. Many easy to moderate 4x4 and OHV trails are strewn with sharp rocks, which
can easily puncture a tire tread or sidewall. Reducing the
pressure reduces the risk of puncture, in the same way a soft
balloon is less likely to “pop” from a sharp object than one at
a much higher pressure. As long as the tire is not bottoming
out on the wheel rim, the ride is improved.
And finally, the road or trail is less affected, mean that damage and erosion is reduced. This occurs due to a very simple
factor. The larger the contact area when the load, or weight,
remains the same on the tire, the lower the unit loading
becomes. Simply stated, the same weight spread over a larger area means less weight per square inch. And less load on
the ground per square inch. This reduces erosion and damage and helps keep the trail/road environmentally sustainable

with less maintenance. Overall a win-win situation. And if
you trailer your OHV rig, you do not need to be concerned
with airing back to highway tire pressures.
HOW LOW A PRESSURE FOR OFF ROAD DRIVING?
Many factors contribute to the minimum tire pressure which
can be safely utilized for off road driving. These include:
• Sidewall stiffness
• Tire aspect ratio (vs. wheel diameter)
• Driving speed
• Trail surface
On a smooth trail where higher speeds can be maintained,
say 30-45 MPH, higher pressures are needed. For most trails
with steep climbs on loose surface, much lower pressures can
be used. As a rule of thumb, the lowest pressure can be used
on smooth surface with little traction like snow, ice, mud and
sand. Speed in these conditions are normally very low, about
3 to 10 MPH, so the rotational inertia of the tire is low as is
traction and the tire is not likely to rotate on the rim, causing
the bead to unseat. Cornering forces are also very low in
these low traction situations, again reducing the chances of a
bead unseating or “peeling” of the wheel.
For hard surfaces and rock crawling, higher pressures are
needed to help keep the tire bead seated on the wheel rim, and
to protect the sidewall and tire bead from bottoming on the
rim, which would likely damage the tire or even bend the
wheel rim.
It is important to remember what I consider to be the most
important goal when four wheeling – to reach your destination or return home safely. Flat tires, for any reason, are
counterproductive to this goal. But then so is a loss of traction. If you don’t have the traction to climb a steep slope, or
worse, descend a steep slope, not only will you not make it to
your destination, but you very well could find yourself in a
precarious situation, stressful at the minimum and down
right dangerous at the extreme. So the answer to the how low
should you go is like walking a tight rope. Too low and you
could unseat the tire bead from the rim, causing a flat; too
high and you could reduce traction too much or have a sharp
rock pierce the tread or sidewall
For easy trails that are fairly smooth, higher pressures work
fine, but some airing down will improve ride and reduce the
risk of punctures. Use caution and decide for yourself what
the best tire pressures are for your vehicle and driving conditions. If you air down on the trail, be prepared to re-inflate
your tires before you drive on the highway. Low pressures on
the highway and interstate can be very dangerous. And a
good set of deflator valves is a worthy investment. A good tire
pressure gauge is also a necessity. Be extra careful and aware
when you first try airing down on a trail; check your tires
often for signs of problems until you are confident and comfortable at your target trail tire pressures.
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MEMBER DONATIONS
GENERAL FUND
STEVE & SALI LOOMIS
KEN PERKINS
JERRY & TRUDY BALES
GENE RIGGS
DAYTON ROSS III
PETE & KATHLEEN BERNASCONI
WAYWEGOS: PAUL ROURMAN
GENE RIGGS
GREGOR LOSSON

LEGAL FUND
$10.00
$10.00
$100.00
$20.00
$10.00
$50.00
$100.00
$20.00
$80.00

$40.00

OCEANO DUNES
GERALD & SUE PELLIZZER

$100.00

To donate to help CORVA protect access to public
lands, please see the ad at the bottom of page 4.

Thank You

WELCOME NEW LIFE MEMBERS

CLUB DONATIONS
GETTIN’ OFF 4X4 CLUB

ALAN BOYER

$400.00

JOHN & PEGGY BRZEZICKI

WELCOME NEW MEMBERS
EDWIN & JOSLYN ALVARADO
JOHN & DONNA ARNOLD
RYAN BOHNING
SAUL & CLAUDIA CONDE
EMETERO FUENTES
STEVEN & CAROLINE GILBERT
ALEXANDER GREBENSCHIKOV
NEIL & DEBBIE HAMADA
DAVID & AMBER HAVERY
BRUCE & SANDY HEATHCOAT
LARRY & ELIZABETH HOPP
JES HULBERT

RODNEY & KAREN JONES
BILL KENNEDY
GEORGE MANSOUR
RICK OLIVER
CRAIG & CHERYL PATON
ARTHUR STINE
PAUL & SHANNON TREICHEL
OWEN & ROBIN UNRUH
CHRIS WHEELER
KEN WHITTED
SAM & SUZANN WYNGAARDEN

WELCOME BACK OLD MEMBERS
STEPHEN ABRAHAM
PAUL & MARY ANN GARAVEN
ROB & LINDA ADAMS
DAVE & SUZY GEHR
SEAN & DEBI ASH
RON GUPTILL
JERRY & TRUDY BALES
JAY HALDEMAN
RON & LINDA BAUER
JOHN & SHARON HIVELY
PAUL & JULIE ANN BECKMAN
TEMME & ERIKA HOEKSTRA
PETE & KATHLEEN BERNASCONI
VINCE & CINDY JONES
ALAN BOYER
JEFF MOWER & JULIE TRIMBLE
TODD & MICHELLE BULLOCK
LARS & TAMARA KARLSSON
BILL & KATHLEEN CANNON
DON KENNEDY
TAY OFFENHAUSER &
GREGG KLUDJIAN
CAROL HALVERSON
HARRY & MARY KRUEGER
KEVIN & MAUREEN CHRISTIANSON
TERRY & JOANIE LAUGHLIN
MIKE & COLLEEN COLGAN
CORKY LAZZARINO
GUI EBERHARD
MATTHEW LENZ
JOHN FANSEGA
STEVE & BARBARA LOCANTORE
FRED FANUCCHI
STEVE & SALI LOOMIS
CRAIG & JOYCE FLEETHAM
CHAD MCCLELLAND
DON & CHRISTINA FLOWERS

MICHAEL MONCINI
JOSEF & AGUSTINA OJONG
BRUCE PARKER
BRUCE PEARSON
GERALD & SUE PELLIZZER
KEN PERKINS
BRIAN H. & JULIE PETRIE
RAY & MARILYN PFEIFER
DAYTON ROSS III
PAUL ROURMAN
RUS & MILLIE SHAABAN
ROBERT SIMPSON
BERT & JENNIFER SZATHMARY
RON & EMI WEBBER
RON WEDDLE
TOM WOLFSEN
MARK & PENNY WOODWORTH
JOHN & LINDA WUCHERPFENNIG
KATHERIN MORRIS
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CORVA BUSINESS AFFILIATES
... PLEASE SUPPORT THOSE THAT SUPPORT YOU ...

ALL J PRODUCTS
41610 BROWNIE LANE, BIG BEAR LAKE, CA 92315
909-866-4800 http://www.boulderbars.com

LONE WOLF COLONY
23200 BEAR VALLEY RD APPLE VALLEY CA 92308-7431
760-247-7878 www.lonewolfcolony.org

AMERICAN LANDS ACCESS ASSOCIATION
www.amlands.org

MALCOLM SMITH MOTORSPORTS
7599 INDIANA AVE RIVERSIDE CA 92504-4145
951-687-1300 www.malcolmsmith.com

ATVQUADSWAP.COM
BAKER CREW CONSULTING
916-365-6180 www.bakercrewconsulting.com

MC KENZIES PERFORMANCE PRODUCTS
807 E ORANGETHORPE AVE STE A ANAHEIM, CA 92801
888-426-7491 www.mckenzies.com

BAYLESS ENGINEERING & MANUFACTURING
26100 AVENUE HALL VALENCIA CA 91355-4808
661-257-3373 www.baylessengineering.com

MOUNTAIN OFF ROAD ENTERPRISES
685 HWY 92, DELTA, CO 81416
877-533-7229 www.mountainoffroad.com

CAL COAST MOTORSPORTS
5455 WALKER ST. VENTURA, CA 93003
805-642-0900 www.calcoastmotorsports.com
CALIFORNIA HOUNDSMEN FOR CONSERVATION
www.californiahoundsmen.com

MOTOCROSS GIANT
7801 CANOGA AVE CANOGA PARK CA 91304
866-924-4268 www.motocrossgiant.com

DIRTRADIOS.COM

MOTOMART AT CARNEGIE
18600 W CORRAL HOLLOW RD, TRACY, CA 95377
925-455-1318 www.motomartatcarnegie.com

DISTRICT 37 AMA DUAL SPORT
3550 FOOTHILL BLVD LA CRESCENTA CA 91214-1828
626-350-2101 www.district37ama.org/dualsport

PCI RACE RADIOS, INC.
2888 GUNDRY AVE, SIGNAL HILL, CALIFORNIA 90755
800-869-5636 www.pciraceradios.com

ESCARABAJO BUGGY CLUB
www.escarabajobuggyclub.com

POISON SPYDER CUSTOMS, INC.
1143 W. LINCOLN ST., #20 BANNING, CA 92220
951-849-5911 www.poisonspyder.com

ELECTRO TECH POWDER COATING
836A RANCHEROS DR SAN MARCOS CA 92069-3009
760-746-0292 www.electrotechcoatings.com
FAULTLINE POWERSPORTS
351 SAN FELIPE ROAD, HOLLISTER CA 95023
831-637-8550 www.faultlinemc.com
FOX FACTORY RACING SHOX
10943 WHEATLANDS AVE STE B SANTEE CA 92071-2893
800-FOX-SHOX www.foxracingshox.com
GENRIGHT OFF-ROAD PRODUCTS
4535 RUNWAY SIMI VALLEY CA 93063-3494
805-584-8635 www.genright.com
JIMCO ELECTRICAL CONSTRUCTION
26752 OAK AVE STE H CANYON COUNTRY CA 91351
661-252-1227 www.jimcoelectric.com

POWDER COATING PLUS
26140 AVENUE HALL VALENCIA CA 91355-4808
661-295-0205 www.powdercoatingplus.com
REDLANDS CHRYSLER DODGE JEEP RAM
500 W. RELDANDS BLVD REDLANDS CA 92373
909-793-2141 www.redlandschryslerjeepdodgeram.com
SIMI RV & OFF ROAD
1568 E LOS ANGELES AVE SIMI VALLEY CA 93065-2018
805-522-1221 www.simi-rv.com
SIMI VALLEY HONDA CANAM
4346 E LOS ANGELES AVE SIMI VALLEY CA 93063-2937
805-526-4122 www.simivalleyhondaseadoo.com
S-POD SERVICES
661-755-6549 www.4x4spod.com

J'S MAINTENANCE
3550 FOOTHILL BLVD LA CRESCENTA CA 91214-1828
818-249-4023 www.jsmaintenance.com

STEWARDS OF THE SIERRA NATIONAL FOREST
P.O. BOX 601 NORTH FORK, CA 93643
www.sotsnf.org

LAZZARINO MACHINE WORKS
795 LEE RD, QUINCY CA 95971
530-283-1905 www.lzmachine.com

STORM CONSTRUCTION, INC
31735 RIVERSIDE DR., C347, LAKE ELSINORE, CA 92530
(951) 245-8693

Page 15

Off-Roaders In Action, November 2013

(Continued from page 1)

Parks Forward Initiative

Because SVRAs offer a safe place for children and families
to enjoy motorized recreation, demographics among off-road
enthusiasts and visitors to our parks are noticeably younger
and more economically diverse than statistics indicate for the
rest of the 272 parks in the system. While many comments
have been made recently about the problem of decreasing visitation and increasing age of visitors to other state parks,
SVRAs have seen increases in attendance, with some of the
parks reaching capacity early on weekend mornings. SVRAs
are among the busiest of all the state parks; in all reality
California needs twice as many SVRAs than are currently
available to meet the needs of growing populations of off-road
enthusiasts, with diverse locations including smaller
urban parks and larger parks in more rural counties.
The off-road community has a very big heart, and
while understanding the difficulties being faced by
an overly large State Parks system that suffers from
low attendance and lower budgets, there are a couple of absolutes to our community that cannot be
discounted. Because the Off Highway Motorized
Vehicle Recreation Division of California State
Parks, including the SVRAs, are self-funded due to
methodology put into place when the division was
first started, the Off-Highway Vehicle Trust Fund
has presented a very attractive package for the state
to take, borrow or raid whenever a need developed.
Unfortunately, because the money in this fund is
derived solely from off-highway travel and registrations, the repeated takings of this money have left
the off-road community feeling like second-class citizens. We are angry and disappointed that our system is being consistently targeted, so CORVA
requests or demands, as the case may be, that the

Off-Highway Vehicle Trust Fund be placed off limits for now
and in perpetuity. The takings from this fund have to stop in
order for enthusiasts to reestablish trust.
If the opportunity arises, increased access, perhaps in parks
that see low attendance and are appropriate for motorized
recreation, should be considered. And all threats to SVRAs
must be rebuffed. When these measures are taken, the offroad community can move forward to assist reestablishing
other parks, while helping California State Parks look forward the next 150 years in a more financially stable and with
an effective system serving our great state.”

ADVERTISE IN THE
“OFF-ROADERS IN ACTION”
Advertising Rates

Full Page (7 1/2” x 9 1/2”)
1/2 Page (7 1/2” x 4 3/4”)
1/3 Page (7 1/2” x 3 1/4”)
1/4 Page (3 3/4” x 4 3/4”)
Business Card (3 5/8” x 2”)

3mo
$480
$270
$195
$165
$90

6mo
$870
$480
$375
$300
$162

12mo
$1,560
$860
$625
$540
$264

For more information please contact us at:
800-42-CORVA
Or send an email to: advertising@corva.org.
We need you to help CORVA make a difference.
Show your support and advertise in the newsletter.

CUT OUT AND MAIL IN

MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION
a

a

FREE 90 DAY MEMBERSHIP

RENEWING MEMBERS

$30

BUSINESS AFFILIATE

$365

a

a

NEW MEMBER

$30
a

a

LIFE MEMBER

$300

NAME
ADDRESS
PHONE
WHAT DO YOU RIDE?
CLUB OR BUSINESS NAME

EXTRA LAND USE FUND $ ______
SPOUSE’S NAME
CITY
EMAIL

STATE

ZIP

WHERE?
MAKE CHECKS PAYABLE TO CORVA

PLEASE USE OUR SECURE WEB SITE FOR ALL CREDIT CARD AND PAY PAL TRANSACTIONS

SEND TO: CORVA TREASURER - 1500 W. El Camino Ave. #352 Sacramento, CA 95833-1945
PLEASE ALLOW 4 - 6 WEEKS FOR PROCESSING
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Mail Distribution Address
1500 W. El Camino Ave. #352
Sacramento, CA 95833-1945

PRSRT STD
US Postage

PAID
Glendale, CA
Permit No. 1353

Address Service Requested
_____________________________
____________________________________________

CORVA CALENDAR
November:
11/1-2
11/2
11/15-16
11/20

DAC Meeting
SDORC Lost Lizard Fun Run (www.sdorc.org)
OHMVR Commission Meeting
Littlerock OHV Park Meeting – Jackie Robinson Park

December:
12/7

Toys 4 Tots – Hungry Valley

January:
1/11
1/18-19

CORVA Truckhaven
Challenge
San Diego 4 Wheelers
16th Annual Superstition
Run – El Centro

February:
2/2-10

King of the Hammers –
Johnson Valley

March:
3/22

Family Fun Day – Hungry
Valley

May:
5/17

CORVA Annual Meeting

On-Going Meetings
Friends of El Mirage (www.elmirage.org): 2nd Wednesday
Friends of Jawbone (www.jawbone.org): 3rd Wednesday
CORVA Board Conference Call: 4th Monday

FOR UP TO DATE INFORMATION PLEASE VISIT THE CORVA WEB SITE

WWW.CORVA.ORG

